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Ahead of COP30, the UN warned that the world is on track to
overshoot the goal of limiting global heating to 1.5C, with severe
consequences for humanity. Bill Gates subsequently drew
considerable attention when he argued that rather than focusing
solely on emissions and temperature targets, climate strategies
should put human welfare—especially for the poorest—at the
center.

In fact, not every approach to climate action revolves only
around emissions and temperature goals. In the Amazon and
other tropical regions, the loss and degradation of native
vegetation drives local environmental change and fuels global
climate disruption. Millions of rural people — including farmers,
fishers, and forest-dependent communities — depend on
healthy ecosystems for clean water, fertile soils, and stable
rivers that sustain their incomes and cultures. As these systems
degrade, local livelihoods and resilience are increasingly at risk.
In this context, decarbonization means not only slowing and
reversing forest loss but also safeguarding the rainfall, river
systems, and ecosystems that sustain rural economies.


https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/world-likely-exceed-key-global-warming-target-soon-now-what
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/06/bill-gates-climate-memo
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/06/bill-gates-climate-memo
https://www.gatesnotes.com/home/home-page-topic/reader/three-tough-truths-about-climate
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A REM-funded initiative in Acre helps small farmers improve the productivity and
sustainability of their small dairy and livestock operations. (Credit: Ellem
Jady/REM)

Jurisdictional REDD+ (JREDD) enables forest regions to align
climate action with inclusive rural development across entire
nations and states. Often seen narrowly as a carbon finance
tool, JREDD is actually a platform for building sustainable,
resilient economies and communities. It is designed to support
the creation and implementation of comprehensive strategies for
achieving multiple social and economic objectives across entire
jurisdictions. JREDD delivers significant funding for rigorously
measured progress made in reducing emissions from forest
deforestation and degradation, and increasing forest
regeneration and restoration. Under JREDD, emission
reductions are recognized as a public good with broad social,
environmental, and economic benefits.

Many misconceptions about JREDD have impeded its
implementation. It is often lumped together with REDD+
projects, which work in fundamentally different ways. Unlike
REDD+projects, JREDD operates across entire nations or
states; it is led by governments and engages all rural
stakeholders, not just a single farm or community. It creates
high-integrity carbon credits based on emissions outcomes
already achieved, not projections. Since JREDD focuses on the
collective performance of the nation or state, without assigning
those emissions reductions or enhanced removals to individual
landholders, there is far greater flexibility in the allocations of
JREDD benefits across rural sectors.

To qualify for verified emissions reductions and payments,
JREDD programs must ensure inclusive benefit-sharing and
participatory planning to set long-term development priorities
and allocate resources. They create platforms for coordinated
investment in sustainable development. When well-designed,
they align with state development plans, territorial governance


https://news.mongabay.com/2025/09/setting-the-record-straight-on-jurisdictional-redd-the-case-of-brazil/
/home/earthin7/public_html/../Pub/23369/the-great-climate-solution-the-amazon-rainforest-and-the-carbon-market
/home/earthin7/public_html/../Pub/23369/the-great-climate-solution-the-amazon-rainforest-and-the-carbon-market

structures, and social priorities. Properly designed JREDD
investments can trigger a flywheel effect, where new economic
opportunities attract further investment. Funds mobilized
through JREDD (including via carbon markets) can be
channeled to priority sectors, including forest-based economies,
sustainable agriculture, and health, education, and community
well-being.

Supporting Vulnerable Communities through Climate
Finance

Initiatives like Acre and Mato Grosso’s JREDD programs
illustrate how climate finance can strengthen rural livelihoods
and promote sustainable development. Both are beneficiaries of
REDD+ for Early Movers (REM) funding — a results-based
mechanism that rewards jurisdictions for demonstrated
emissions reductions.

Between 2019 and 2023, Acre’s REM program reached around
27,000 family farmers and smallholders, primarily through
subsidies and agro-environmental initiatives. A 2025 study of
projects supported by REM wunder Acre State’'s Isa
Carbono—JREDD initiative reports on 18 demonstration units
promoting sustainable livestock for smallholders (?20 ha). Four
years after implementation, participating families have nearly
tripled their incomes from milk, dairy, and meat sales. With
support from the program, these smallholder families have
adopted sustainable production systems and are no longer
dependent on REM support.


https://www.giz.de/en/projects/redd-programme-early-mover-rem
https://programarem.ac.gov.br/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Nota-Tecnica-3-Pecuaria-Sustentavel.pdf
https://imc.ac.gov.br/projetos-2/isa-carbono/
https://imc.ac.gov.br/projetos-2/isa-carbono/
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Change in milk production and income for small dairy producers in Acre before
and after implementing sustainable activities in demonstration units. Source:
Adapted from Implementagdo de Unidades Demonstrativas da Pecuaria
Diversificada Sustentavel 2025. Rio Branco: Programa REM Acre, 2025. (Nota
Técnica, n. 3)

Of the USD 50 million invested in the first phase (2018-2024) of
the REM Mato Grosso Program, nearly 40% was directed to
traditional communities, family farmers, and Indigenous peoples
in 107 municipalities, benefiting over 30,000 people. The
program strengthened 144 social organizations and supported
over 600 villages, channeling resources into dairy farming, fruit


https://programarem.ac.gov.br/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Nota-Tecnica-3-Pecuaria-Sustentavel.pdf
https://programarem.ac.gov.br/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Nota-Tecnica-3-Pecuaria-Sustentavel.pdf
https://programarem.ac.gov.br/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Nota-Tecnica-3-Pecuaria-Sustentavel.pdf
https://devtracker.fcdo.gov.uk/programme/GB-GOV-13-ICF-0019-REM/documents

production, extractivism, and technical assistance. In total, the
state reports that over 8700 families benefited, 26.3 tons of
native seeds were collected for restoration of degraded land,
and nearly 400,000 hectares came under low-carbon
management. In Indigenous territories, 18,000 people—among
them 2,895 youth and 3,560 women—gained access to better
health, food security, and income opportunities—supported by
the creation of local forest fire brigades that protect both people
and ecosystems.






