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EDUCATION 
2008 Ph.D., Economics and Environmental Science, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 
2004 M.A., Economics, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 
2000 B.A. with distinction, Mathematics, Geography, Environmental Studies; Minor in Economics, 

Indiana University, Bloomington, IN  
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
2018-Present Chief Economist, Earth Innovation Institute, San Francisco, CA 
2013-2018 Senior Fellow, Center for Global Development, Washington, DC 
2005-2013 Climate and Forest Economist, Conservation International, Arlington, VA 
2000-2002 High School Math Teacher, Peace Corps, Gourcy, Burkina Faso 
2018 Lecturer (Adjunct Professor), Columbia University, New York, NY 
2018 Economic Consultant, The Nature Conservancy, Washington, DC, San Francisco, CA 
2016-Present Visiting Fellow, Center for Effective Global Action, University of California, 

Berkeley, CA 
2016-Present Advisory Board, Carbon 180, Oakland, CA 
2016-2017  Visiting Fellow, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, China  
2013-Present Editorial Board, Conservation Letters, Society for Conservation Biology 
2012-2013 Technical Advisor, Forest Carbon Partnership Facility, World Bank, Washington, DC  
2012 Adjunct Professor, Monterey Institute of International Studies, Monterey, CA 
2009 Special Advisor to the President for Carbon and Climate Change, Office of the 

President, Georgetown, Guyana 
2007, 2009, 2013  Technical Advisor, Global Environment Facility, Washington, DC  
2003-2006  Economic Analyst, Environmental Defense Center, Santa Barbara, CA 
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LEADERSHIP, RECOGNITIONS, AND ADVENTURES 
2018 Featured scientist, “How Can I Help? Working in the Earth Sciences,” Imagine, Johns Hopkins 

Center for Talented Youth 
2018 Lead-authored paper selected among “Highlights of 2017,” Environmental Research Letters 
2016 Co-authored paper selected among “Highlights of 2015,” Environmental Research Letters 
2010 “Head in the Sky” award, Conservation International Chairman’s Council 
2010 Contestant, Jeopardy! 
2009 Expert, Copenhagen Insider Blog, National Journal 
2008 “Cool Scientist You Should Know,” Dive Into Your Imagination 
2008 “Most Interesting Paper Published in Biological Sciences,” Faculty of 1000 Biology 
2007 East Asia & Pacific Summer Institute, National Science Foundation 
2004 Distinction, Ph.D. Preliminary Exam in Microeconomics, University of California, Santa Barbara 
2003 IGERT Economics and Environmental Science Traineeship, National Science Foundation 
2003 Chancellor’s Fellowship, University of California, Santa Barbara 
2000 Marie S. Wilcox Scholarship for Outstanding Math Achievement, Indiana University 
1999 Phi Beta Kappa 
1999 Overseas Study, University of Wollongong, Wollongong, Australia 
 
 
LANGUAGES 
English   Native 
French   Fluent 
Mooré (West Africa) Formerly fluent  
Spanish  Conversational  
Indonesian   Conversational 
Chinese (Mandarin)  Advanced intermediate (HSK Level 4 passed 15 October 2017) 
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